
Light Brown Apple Moth (LBAM)
Epiphyas postvittana (Walker)
Screening and Identiýcation Aid

 The light brown apple moth (LBAM) is a member of the 
Tortricidae, a large family of moths (Lepidoptera) that includes 
many pest species. In North America there are approximately 1200 
species of tortricids, which are often referred to as ñleafrollersò 
because the larvae of some species feed inside a rolled leaf. 
Most tortricid moths are small and brown with a wingspan of 
approximately 10-30 mm. Although wing pattern can be used to 
identify some tortricids, the forewings of LBAM are extremely 
variable and wing pattern should not be used for identiýcation.

 This aid is designed to assist in the screening and 
identiýcation of LBAM adults collected from sticky traps in the 
United States. It covers basic sorting of traps, ýrst and second level 
screening, and identiýcation based on morphological characters. 
Due to the extreme variability of LBAM adults, prior knowledge 
of dissection techniques and Lepidopteran morphology may be 
necessary to identify suspect LBAM specimens.

Sorting

 Traps should be initially sorted based on the presence of 
moths of the appropriate size, color, and shape. Traps that contain 
moths meeting all of the following requirements should be moved 
to level 1 screening:

 1) moths are approximately 7-12 mm 
  long (forewing length) (Fig. 2 & 3)

 2) moths caught in sticky traps have 
  yellowish-brown to dark brown appearance 
  (Fig. 2)

 3) moths caught in sticky traps will 
  generally have standard appearance similar
  to the outline shown in Fig. 1 

Figure 1: Outline of a light brown 
apple moth in resting position.

Figure 2: Examples of LBAM 
adults caught in a sticky trap.

Figure 3: Actual size (7-12 mm forewing 
length) of an LBAM adult.
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